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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 
ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 


Collectors, dealers and investors have been working with 
Northeast Numismatics for over 50 years. This year marks our 
53" year in business. 


If you are looking for quality coins at fair prices, we invite you 
to visit us at northeastcoin.com where you'll find over 4,000 
high quality US and World coins for sale. We update our site 
daily — always with full color, high resolution images. You may 
also request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any 
time. We aggressively service all want lists and trades are always 
welcomed and encouraged. 


If you are selling, we would love to be given the opportunity 
to purchase your material. Uncertified, certified, single coins or 
entire collections; we buy it all! 


With a high percentage of our business coming via other 
reputable dealers, doesn’t it make sense to do business with 
Northeast Numismatics directly? We invite you to come see us 
at major coin shows or to call, write or email us today. We are an 
authorized dealer of all the major grading services. 


100 Main Street, Suite 330 Thomas Caldwell 
Concord, MA 01742 
1-800-449-2646 Follow us on 
978-369-9155 | hae 
978-369-9619 (Fax) Sg 


info @northeastcoin.com Gy P ‘N- G 


www.northeastcoin.com Knowledge. Insegrety. Responsibilicy 
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President's 
Comments 


by William Harkins 





would like to start by thanking you our members for your sup- 

port through your membership and donations. We would also 
like to thank those who contribute to this newsletter with your 
news articles and advertisements it is greatly appreciated. 


Plans are now being finalized for our 76th, Convention. This year’s 
Convention will be held on October 3rd, in conjunction with the 
New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo, October 2-3, 2020 at 
the Manchester Downtown Hotel/Double Tree by Hilton, 700 Elm 
Street, Manchester, N.H. Please note due to the Covid 19 pandemic 
and restrictions our only presence will be the Club Table where 

we look forward to seeing our members and visitors. This year’s 
elections will be done remotely with many of our board members 
agreeing to stay on for another year. 


We are now accepting nominations for all positions if you wish 
to be put on the ballot or nominate someone please contact Wil- 
liam Harkins at P.O. Box 2021 Woburn, MA 01888 or by email at 
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williamharkins @comcast.net. We now meet via conference call to 
save on travel expenses and time and only meet about eight times a 
year for an hour or so on Saturday mornings. 


Elections: In 2020, terms expire for the President, Vice President; 
All Directors at Large; State Director for Maine; State Director for 
Massachusetts; State Director for Vermont with Rhode Island cur- 
rently vacant. The chart below shows the status 


SEAT INCUMBENT CANDIDATES 


William Harkins William Harkins 


Kevin Winn 


If you haven’t visited our website lately please do the site has been 
updated with information pertaining to our activities, Club listings 
and announcements. For more information visit us at www.nena- 
coin.org. 





If you have any ideas or suggestions on how we may better serve 
you, please let us know. You may email me at williamharkins @ 
comcast.net or by mail NENA, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 
01888. 


Sincerely 


William Harkins 
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Steamboat Boston 


By: Walt Wiegand 






Wi she occasionally made it to her namesake city, the 
Boston was constructed in 1831 at New York for the Rhode 
Island & New York Steam Boat Co. Her route was from NY City 
via Long Island Sound to Providence where connection was made 
to Boston by stage or rail. She saw service on that route until sold 
in 1837. The rest of her career was under various owners at East 
coast ports to the south. Erik Heyl in his Early American Steam- 
ers, Vol III (1964) details her history into the 1850s. He indicates 
that Boston was the first steamboat on the Sound without masts, 
sails oie other rigging. 
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During the period of Boston’s service in New England 
waters, the Commercial Bank was incorporated at Providence, RI. 
It successfully navigated the “obsolete banknote” era from 1833 to 
its re-charter as the Commercial National Bank in 1865. Among 
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the earliest issues of the Commercial Bankwas a $5 note on the 
face of which is the steamer Boston, her name proudly displayed 
on the paddle box. It was engraved by Rawdon, Wright Hatch & 
Co.; the vignette probably was a custom one created for the bank. 
The banknote likely dates from the 1833 to 1837 period, that is 
between the bank’s founding and the sale of the steamboat to the 
South. All genuine early notes on Providence’s Commercial Bank 
are scarce. Most survivors are proofs as 1s this- 
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BJM NUMISMATICS 


Your trusted EBAY store 
www.bjmnumismatics.com 


What sets me apart from other EBAY sellers? 
Y Accurate honest descriptions 
v My conservative grade 
(no grade for yourself cop outs) 


¥ Clear pictures 


Regularly set up at the Nashua third Sunday show 
Always buying collections also! 


Brian Maxfield ANA Life Member #6755 
508-932-4767 email: bjmnumismatics@gmail.com 
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The Battle of Banker fill 


(Like You Have Never Seen it Before) 





By: C. John Ferreri 
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This scene that I have encountered only as the vignette on this particular banknote of the 
Charlestown Bank (scene of the British attack on Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775) shows the 
battle unfolding from the British point of view, literally! This panoramic view of the whole 


battle at approximately half way through the altercation is pretty much historically correct. 


(Image by courtesy of the Massachusetts Historical Society.) 
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Battle of Bunker Hill by Howard Pyle 





am assuming that you, the reader have not before, seen this 
depiction of the “Battle” or even something close to it. There 
are a multitude of scenes, depicted by both notable and obscure 
artists depicting the battle with lines of British (Redcoats) march- 
ing up that hill in Charlestown (today, a very short water taxi ride 
from downtown Boston), trying to dislodge the band of Patriots 
from the security of the hastily thrown-up trenches and revetments 
or, of the storming of the redoubt atop the hastily dug trenches. 
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The image shown here is quite different and at first glance, prob- 
ably not even recognizable. 

This engraving resides on an 1834 bank note of the Charle- 
stown Bank, from the town where the battle took place. It was 
drawn and engraved by the New England Banknote Company, a 
new company that followed the Jacob Perkins (stereotype steel 
plate) company when reorganized in Boston and expanded with 
new artists and owners in about 1832-33. Procuring banknotes 
was an expensive undertaking for the bank especially if the subject 
of the main vignette was not made up of “stock” engravings that 
could be used also on other bank’s issues of notes. This particu- 
lar vignette does not appear on any other bank’s paper money. I 
believe this engraving was made expressly for this bank. As I have 
mentioned in previous articles printed in the “News”, banks were 
able to issue their own examples of paper money before 1862, the 
advent of Federal issues and often would show an engraving of 
a local or historical event. It would be natural for this bank from 
Charlestown to show an engraving of this battle. It might not be 
evident to the casual observer but the troops and officers seen here 
are not patriot soldiers or “Minutemen”. These are the British! 
They are on the battle field where no Patriots on that day would 
have stood! I have not found a single person who has seen this en- 
graving of the “Battle”, before! And, why would the bank want to 
show a scene of battle from the British point of view? The answer, 
at least to this author, is lost to antiquity. The image of this note 
is the same that appears in the Whitman Encyclopedia of Obsolete 


Paper Money Volume 3, page #252. 
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Bunker Hill Continued 


(enlarged vignette on previous page) This very intricate and pretty much historically cor- 
rect, engraved scene of the battle was executed from a very different part of the battlefield 
than other commonly encountered scenes. In the distance and partially obscured by the 
hill to the right is the city of Boston. The waterfront in the distance along today’s Atlantic 
Avenue plainly shows waterfront shacks and small ships and even a larger ship keeled 
over in order to have work done on its hull. Closer to the near shore are seen, longboats 
with British troops ready to disembark and join the fight. This second wave of reinforce- 
ments landed approximately where today's berth for Old Ironsides resides. Just behind 
them are larger war ships, perhaps the Lively and the Falcon firing their canons in sup- 
port of the troops advancing up Bunker Hill (a historical misnomer attributing this name 
actually to Breed’s Hill, some hundreds of feet in front of the actual Bunker Hill.) 

Flames caused by the burning of Charlestown (caused by incendiary shot fired 
from Copps Hill in the North End of Boston and the ships supporting the ground troops) 
may be seen just over the top of Bunker Hill and British soldiers in lines of advance are 
seen making their way up the “Hill”. Also at the top of the “Hill” may be seen the dug 
fortifications and the redoubt of the Patriots that so irked the British on that day. 

The British soldiers in formation in the lower right are marching north to 
confront General Isreal Putnam's (CT) force along with those of John Stark (VT), James 
Reed (NH) and Thomas Knowlton (CT) at a fortified fence row only 500-600 yards dis- 
tant extending from today s Medford Street to the Mystic River shore. 

And, on the left are lines of men pulling two canons to use against that fence 
row. The canon and men are advancing from the area of the brick kilns (one is visible) 
and Moulton s Hill (some call it Morton's Hill) in the vicinity of the initial landing area of 
Redcoats at Charlestown Point 

Observing this activity are four or five British officers, one shown on horse- 
back (notice the British bicorn hats). We can only assume that two of them are General 
William Howe and General Robert Pigot, the two senior commanders of General Gages 


occupation army. Both were present and on the field of battle, leading their men that day 


The Boston banks have become a fertile source for ban- 
knotes with interesting and historical vignettes. History can be 
learned and enjoyed when a collector zeros in on bank note of- 
ferings from this town. But, he must be observant, not to let any 
get away as some of their vignettes may not look familiar at first 
glance. Such, could be the case here. We are not used to seeing a 
painting or engraving of the “Battle of Bunker Hill” in this context 
and the portrayed vignette could easily be overlooked. Banknote 
engravings with such historical context and intricate subject matter 
are not commonly found. 4 
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Connecting the Dots 
Gin Gccidental Lesson From Obsolete Banknotes 





By: Steve Noyes 





ecently I found an obsolete banknote from The Bunker 
Hill Bank of Charlestown, Massachusetts, dated March 4, 
842. Under normal conditions, I probably wouldn’t bid 
on a note from Charlestown, but the engraving of the Bunker Hill 
Monument in the center drew me to the note. On the right hand 
side of the note is an engraving of Gilbert Stuart’s famous Wash- 
ington at Dorchester Heights painting, on the left hand side of 
the note is a female leaning on an urn bearing the name Warren. I 
wondered what the significance of the name, Warren was: could 
he have been the founder of the bank, or perhaps an early mayor of 
Charlestown? Something to research later when I have time, I told 
myself, after which I barely gave it another thought. 


Continued on next page 
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Connecting the Dots Continued 

Fast forward two weeks or so, and I 
acquired another Massachusetts note from 
an area that I do collect, a $3 note from the 
Bay State Bank of Lawrence, dated March 
4, 1856. On the left hand side of this note, 
there is an engraving of an Indian on a 
shield, representing the State Seal of Massa- 
chusetts. In the background, barely visible, 
is what appears to be the top of the Bunker 
Hill Monument. While scanning the note, I 
noticed something else that I missed when I 
bought it. Rather than the usual generic “promise to pay the bear- 
er on demand” line after the bank title, the Bay State Bank chose to 
take the name of a prominent historical figure to have engraved in 
place of “the bearer”, which was a somewhat common practice at 
the time. In most cases, I wouldn’t find this unusual, but the name 
used on the Lawrence note was Joseph Warren. The wheels start 
turning: two Massachusetts notes, two images of the Bunker Hill 
Monument, and two mentions of a Warren. 








I quickly found a Joseph Warren who was a major player 
in the Battle of Bunker Hill. Born in 1841, Dr. Joseph Warren was 
a prominent figure in Colonial Massachusetts. He participated in 
the battles of Lexington and Concord in April 1775, and was the 
person who dispatched William Dawes and Paul Revere on their 
famous midnight rides. He became the second President of the 
Massachusetts Provincial Congress, replacing John Hancock in that 


Continued on page 14 
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Connecting the Dots Continued 

position in May of 1775. Warren was commissioned as a Major Gen- 
eral on June 14, 1775. Three days later, on June 17, 1775, the Battle 
of Bunker Hill took place on nearby Breed’s Hill. Warren refused 

a command position in the battle, stating he would rather fight as a 
private alongside the troops. It was in this battle that Joseph Warren 
gave his life, being struck in the head by enemy fire and killed in- 
stantly, making him the first martyr of the war. 





Joseph Warren young Joseph Warren older 


Joseph Warren is buried at the Forest Hills Cemetery in Boston. 
Where his grave is also marked with a statue in his honor. 4 


Buyers, sellers and appraisers of coins 
and collectibles for over 40 years! 
Attending most major coin and currency shows 
in New England. 
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Higleyville Coin Company 


A department of Simsbury Pharmacy 


Robert Kevorkian, proprietor 


1418 Hopmeadow St. eeustane ¢ nae 
860 658-1344 so" 


14 NenaNews 





WESTERLY ENTERPRISES 


Locally Owned Family Business since 1981! 
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¢ Buying and selling old coins, 


e¢ Paper money, 


¢ Paper ephemera, ay 
e Jewelry, ~ 
¢ and Bullion. 
Collector and investor quality coins. 


Estate appraisals for legal or private purposes. 


WESTERLY ENTERPRISES 


8B Canal Street, Westerly, RI 02891 


401-596-2298 


Open Tues - Fri 10am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-3pm 
Closed Sunday and Monday 
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Looking Back on Modern 


Commemoratives - 
Is There Some @ffordable Gold? 


By: Mark Benvenuto 


are still considered quite modern, but the United States Mint 

has been pounding out commemoratives in what is now called 
its modern commemorative series since 1982. That first issue, a 
half dollar featuring none other than General Washington on horse- 
back, would become a minor blip in a huge program. Eventually, 
after almost forty years of coins honoring all sorts of different 
themes, there would be quite a few gold $5 half eagles in the mix. 
Since it’s probably a fair bet that many of them have been taken 
out of their original presentation cases and slabbed by one of the 
reputable third party grading services, 1t might be fun to see if there 
is some kind of collection to be made, an assembly of modern half 
eagles, as it were. 

Collectors who have been in the game for a while may 

remember the hype and buzz when the three-coin set was issued 
in 1986, honoring the centennial of the Statue of Liberty. There 
had already been some gold commemoratives, for the Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles in 1984 — big, rather expensive $10 eagles. 
But this set contained a gold half eagle that had a 
design which could had to be called bold, original, 
and novel. The design was the artistry of Eliza- 
beth Jones, the Chief Engraver of the Mint, and it 
received rave reviews. For our look at it right now 
though, there are only two items we wish to review: 
the mintage total and the price. Curiously, there were 404,013 of 
these produced as proofs, and 95,248 as uncirculated coins. That’s 
because the Mint allowed people to order directly, and most folks 
wanted that proof. The prices today are in the range of $350, for 
either version, unless you are looking for something like a PF-69 
with deep cameo finish. That grade and designator will cost more. 


: t may seem odd to think that we can look “back” on coins that 
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Okay, the reason we wanted these specific numbers in 
place is to figure just how common any of the half eagles are, and 
what might be a decent price. The mintage totals just given for the 
Stature of Liberty half eagle went on to be one of the highest in the 
growing series. For whatever reason, every subsequent commem 
had a lower issue but one (the Constitution set in 1987), whether 
the theme was a great one, or the design was, or anything else. The 
mintages didn’t get this high again. 

The reason the second number becomes important is that 
the $350 price tag serves as something of a baseline. We can now 
ask ourselves how low a mintage goes before the price starts to 
rise. 

With these two numbers in hand, it doesn’t take a crystal ball 
to realize that there are plenty of the earlier $5 gold pieces which 
now carry the same price as that for the Statue of Liberty piece. 

_ Rather, any good price guide will tell us that. For 
be _ example, the 1988 $5 gold piece honoring ne Seoul 


ss > >} ing artwork — saw 281K in proof, and only 62.9K in 
~““/ uncirculated issues. But prices today are the same 
— as for the Statue of Liberty half eagle. For a more 
desivatie twist, the $5 gold piece that was part of the set honor- 
ing the 500th anniversary of Columbus’ landing saw only 79,730 
proofs and 24,329 uncs minted. By any stretch, this is a much less 
common coin than the Statue of Liberty piece. But the price for 
either version? Yes, it’s still the same. 

Now, to be fair, there are some half eagles in this series 
for which the price does reflect the general rarity or scarcity. The 
four different half eagles from the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, for 
an example or four, do have pretty low mintages and higher prices. 
But they are more of the oddball in terms of a trend than any of the 
others. 

Perhaps the most extreme example of a good price in this 
assemblage of modern gold pieces are the two versions of the half 
eagle issued to honor Boys Town, just a couple of years ago. The 
theme was the centennial of Boys Town, originally an orphanage, 


the brain child of Fr. Edward Flanagan. The proof mintage was a 
Continued on page 28 
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Stwess *> 
Banks Recommend UL’s 
Sterling Plaza, Rte 12 


50 Leominster Road Tom & Matt Lisi 
Sterling, MA 01564 9'/8-422-8228 


Sterling Coin offers a wide range of United States 
Coins and Currency. We provide excellent and 
discreet qualified want list services for our clients. 
And, we take pride in being rated: one of the best 
and friendliest 5-star coin and collectable stores 
in New England. That is because; we operate our 
business by the Golden Rule! 


Tom and Matt proudly support local and regional 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island coin clubs includ- 
ing the Oxford Coin Club, the Blackstone Valley 
Coin Club, the Worcester County Coin Club, the 
Southbridge Coin Club, the Sterling Coin Club and 
the New England Numismatic Association. 





York County Maine, 
Tercentennial 1936 


By: Peter Jones 








e Committee for Commemoration of the Founding of York 
County, Maine, asked Portland, Maine artist, Walter Rick, to de- 
sign a coin presumably to support local celebrations. However, 
there is little internet evidence that York County held celebrations in 
1936 for this more than obscure event. 


The coin. 

The obverse shows a stockaded Brown’s Garrison on the Saco 
River, with the sun behind, and a horse with rider and three men in 
the foreground (the middle man grows out of the rider’s hat)! The 
legend reads LIBERTY above in the sun’s rays, and E PLURIBUS 
UNUM below. In a large ugly peripheral ring is the huge legend 
UNITED*STATES*OF*AMERICA, and *HALF DOLAR*® below. 


CP a 





The reverse shows the seal of York County, Maine 1.e. a cross 
within a shield and a pine tree 1n the first quarter. The inscription reads 
1636 in the left field and 1936 in the right field. The legend reads: 
INeGOD WEeTRUST. Again ina large ugly peripheral ring 1s the leg- 
end *YORK*COUNTY* above, and FIRST*COUNTY *IN¢MAINE 
below. Continued on next page 
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York County Maine TercentennialContinued 


Introduction of the somewhat obscure coin. 

“The Committee for Commemoration of the Founding of York 
County, Maine” is a rather long name. If you want to call yourself 
something don’t use an eleven-word name! It was also called by two 
other names: “The York County Commemorative Coin Commission’, 
and ““The York County Tercentenary Commemorative Coin Commis- 
sion”’. 


The Commission asked Walter Rich, a prominent wild-life 
watercolorist from Portland, Maine, to do the sketches. They told 
him to copy a woodcut sketch from a book called “The Proprietors of 
Saco and a Brief Sketch of the Years Following the First Settlement of 
the Town, also a Little About an Old Bank in Saco, Maine” by Frank 
C. Deering published in 1931. Again, in the 1930’s a 28-word book 
title did not seem to bother anyone! The book was written for the 
York National Bank, which stood on the site of the previous Brown’s 
Garrison stockade. 


US Congress authorized 30,000 pieces on June 26" (the same 
day the Oakland Bay bridge coin was authorized). Rich was not a 
sculptor. Once he completed the sketch things moved like lightning. 
On July 17" the Committee of Fine Arts, (CFA) meeting in New York 
City, approved the design (except that they wanted the 1636 above 
the original shield on the reverse, omitted). 


In just 29 days the sketches went to the G.S. Pacetti Company 
in Boston who made large bronze carvings (as Rich was not a sculp- 
tor). These were then sent to the Medallic Art Company in New York 
City to produce the die from a reducing lathe. The die was then sent 
to the Philadelphia Mint who struck the coins. And by August 15" 
they were on sale in Maine! 


Walter P. Nichols was a Boston businessman and spent his 
summers in York County Maine. He was the secretary and treasurer 
of the Tercentenary Commission, and of the York National Bank. He 
was also a numismatist, who had a sense of fair play. He planned the 
distribution of the coin meticulously. 
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Continued on next page 


York County Maine TercentennialContinued 


York County Seal, note top 1636 label 
was removed because CFA saw 1636 
and 1936 already in left and right 
fields of reverse design. 











Stockade and Block Houses on site of York National Bank. 
Although Congress authorized 30,000 coins Nichols only 
asked for 25,000 coins. So they minted 25,015 coins (15 for assay). 
Nichols reserved 10,000 for Maine residents which sold at $1.50, 
and 15,000 were sold to other states at $1.65. Ultimately 6,000 coins 
remained unsold at the end of 1936, so they were sold sporadically 
into the 1950s. 


Nichols sent no coins for re-melting. This was a radical depar- 
ture from previous abusive programs that asked the Mint to produce 
large numbers which never sold then large numbers of coins were 
sent back to the mint for re-melting. This was largely Nichols doing 
and certainly a tribute to his management. 


Continued on next page 
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York County Maine TercentennialContinued 


It was believed by some that Congress, tiring of this unscru- 
pulous scheming by organizations, might just approve no further 
commemoratives and that this might be the very last commemorative 
coin. 

Cornelius Vermeule (see references) was unusually scath- 
ing about the coin and commented “few have deserved ashes and 
odium more than this half-dollar’. It “easily wins a grand prize for 
unimagination (sic). The awkward lettering around the outer parts of 
the field on both sides dwarfs what passes for a design”. “The total 
performance is pedestrian to an extreme”. It seems Vermeule used 
Roger’s Thesaurus for as many critical synonyms as he could find to 
string together! 


The History behind York County. 








The overlapping land grants of ; 


Plymouth Company (north) and London) 
Company (south). The Plymouth 
Company started near present da 


Washington DC, extending to present a : al 
day Nova Scotia. Po means Popham 


Colony. 
King James I of England (1603-1625) 


granted a patent to the Virginia Company, 
comprising two stock companies, the Vir- 
ginia Company of London and the Virginia. SA 
Company of Plymouth. The London and 
Plymouth grants overlapped. The London 
Company was the 34" to 41* parallel (approximately present-day Cape 
Fear to present-day Manhattan). The Plymouth Company of New 
England was the 38" to the 43" parallel (approximately present-day 
Washington DC to present-day Nova Scotia). 

It was the London Company that established the Jamestown 
settlement of 1607, and it was the Plymouth Company that established 
Popham colony in Maine. 

Sir Ferdinando Gorge sent 120 colonists out in 1607 to Phipps- 








Plymouth Company 
London Company @&@ 
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New England’s 
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FREE GRADING 


Stack’s Bowers Galleries Announces 
$1 Million Free Grading Program 


Stack’s Bowers Galleries invites you to take advantage of 
FREE THIRD-PARTY GRADING 
for items consigned to auction. 


Starting immediately, we will pay the grading fees at PCGS, PCGS 
Banknote, NGC or PMG for the coins and bank notes you consign to an 
upcoming Stacks Bowers Galleries auction. Our grading giveaway will 
continue until we have given $1 million in free grading to our clients’. 


Upcoming events include auctions of United States coins and currency in 
November, March and June, and sales of Ancient and World coins and 
paper money in January and April. We also welcome consignments for our 
popular monthly Collectors Choice Online auctions. 


We invite you to contact Stack’s Bowers Galleries today to learn how you 
can consign to one of our upcoming auctions and have your coins and 
paper money graded for free. One of our experts can discuss your consign- 
ment and determine if our free grading program is right for you. 


Call Today About Free Grading on Your 
Consignment to a Stack’s Bowers Galleries Auction! 
800.458.4646 West Coast ¢ 800.566.2580 East Coast 
Consign@StacksBowers.com « www.StacksBowers.com 


"Terms & restrictions apply 


LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS | LEGENDARY RESULTS | A LEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM 


1231 East Dyer Road, Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
470 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 (Fall 2020) 
Info@StacksBowers.com e StacksBowers.com 


New York ¢ California «e New Hampshire ¢ Oklahoma « Hong Kong « Paris GALLERIES 
SBG NENA News Grading 200731 America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer 
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York County Maine TercentennialContinued 
burg on the Kennebec River mouth (see map below). This was called 
the Popham colony. 

Half the colonists left in December 1607 for England because 
of dwindling supplies. The rest stayed. After one year, only one life 
had been lost, but the colonists bickered about their leaders. One 
faction favored George Popham; the other faction favored Raleigh 
Gilbert as leader. Together they built the first English ship in the New 
World, and sailed back in it in 1609. The ship was named Virginia, 
weighing 30 tons. The buildings of the Popham colony were exca- 
vated between 1994 and 2005. 






ene a 
Land grants from the ,* fas i 
Plymouth Council to Gorges “2 jj x : q 
and Mason in 1622. i Wf ff fom FP pee 
In 1622 the Plymouth Coun-SS" "Vhong ae 
cil of New England, another | 


men, granted a smaller patent =" 


to Sir Ferdinando Gorges and | ‘1\* 
John Mason between the Mer- 
rimack River in Northern Massachusetts, and the Kennebec River in 
southern Maine (see map on page 22). 


group of English business-  ~ =f fo 


-Oxtare 





Note Saco and Biddeford on 
Saco River in York Count 
, Maine. 
\, , In 1622, the Plymouth Council of 
2 Xe New England, another group of 
, English businessmen, granted a 
smaller patent to Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges and John Mason between 
the Merrimack River in Northern 
Massachusetts, and the Kennebec 
River in southern Maine (see map 
above). 





Continued on next page 
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York County Maine TercentennialContinued 


In 1629, Gorges and Mason split their grant at the Piscataqua River. 
Mason took the southern half which he called New Hampshire, and 
Gorges took the northern part which he called Maine (see map on 
previous page). 

Gorges was a knighted army officer who felt North America 
should be settled, but never went there himself. He felt it should be 
like the English system of wealthy nobles controlling the lands worked 
by farmers. One of his agents, Capt. Christopher Levett, started a 
settlement he called York (Levett was born in York England). He left 
some men in Saco, Maine in 1631. But Levett died on his voyage 
back to England. Some say the men were never heard of again. 

Exactly what happened next varies in different accounts. 
Initially an unofficial court sat in Saco. The court became official 
in 1636 with a deputy-governor and six commissioners. Sir Ferdi- 
nando’s nephew, William Gorges, was the first official Governor from 
1636 to 1638 in Saco. Saco had previously been explored by Samuel 
Champlain in 1605 when he found a palisaded Indian village which 
was abandoned in 1616. 

In 1638, Sir Ferdinando Gorges was Governor, but he never 
went there - his cousin Thomas Gorges was deputy Governor in his 
name. Where these settlers came from is difficult to fathom out. Pre- 
sumably settlers could have come from Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
from Plymouth Colony, from England, some of the above, or all of 
the above. But by one account the men left by Levett in 1631 were 
“never heard of again’. 

In the 1650s the Massachusetts Bay Colony absorbed York 
County into Massachusetts. The town of Saco was incorporated in 
1653, the same year as the incorporation of York County, Maine (see 
map opposite). Settlers in present-day Maine and New Hampshire 
chose to be part of Massachusetts until in 1680 when New Hampshire 
became a separate province. Unfortunately, Saco burnt in 1690 and 
reincorporated in 1718 as Biddeford. When Massachusetts adopted its 
state government in 1780, it created the District of Maine to manage 
its eastern territories. When Maine achieved statehood in 1820 all 
of the counties of the District of Maine became counties of Maine. 

The early colonization of the Americas was fraught with risk. 


Many died during the trip across the Atlantic. The risk of living in 
Continued on page 29 
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Affordable Gold Continued 

tiny 7,370, and the uncirculated mintage was an even smaller 2,947 
pieces. Yet their price tags today sit at about $400 per coin, maybe 
a bit more. Admittedly, that is higher than the baseline we just es- 
tablished, but not much higher. Evidently, people either considered 
the commems market saturated at this point, or folks just didn’t 
think too much of the theme or the artwork. Whatever the case, 

the coin is many times less common than the Statue of Liberty or 
the Constitution $5 gold pieces, and only costs something like $50 
more. 

The United States Mint is still in the commemorative coin 
business, and shows no signs of getting out of it any time soon. 
There has not been a $5 gold half eagle produced with each and 
every commemorative theme back through all these issues, but 
there have been quite a few over the course of the whole program. 
Assembling a collection of these modern gold pieces shouldn’t be 
all that difficult, although the prices will never be pocket change 
(we are talking gold here!). Yet we’ve seen that a person might 
reasonably expect to start with $350 as an expected expense, then 
multiply it by the number of commems we wish to put together — 
knowing that some might be more expensive, and some might have 
designs we simply don’t like. The best of luck to any of us who 
wish to go hunting, and see just how many good looking modern 
half eagles we can collect. 4 


VAY AS Ce) hols 


www.stevescoins.com 


Buy & Sell Colonial, U.S. & World Coins & Paper Money 
Estate Liquidations...Appraisals...Wholesale & Retail 


We can come to you for confidential negotiations! 
We are also a regular dealer at all major New England Coin Shows. 
(Call us for our schedule. ) 
(Best prices paid for silver and gold bullion coins and scrap.) 
When buying, stop at our table with a photocopy of your NenaNews 
mailing label and receive an additional discout. 


Stephen Vorchheimer, P. O. Box 292, Rockville, CT 06066 
860-559-0092 Fax 860-875-0508 
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York County Maine TercentennialContinued 


North America, with Indian attacks, disease, starvation, loss of sup- 
plies, etc. was ever present. 

On the whole colonists in the south in Virginia had tougher 
problems than those in the north. Much of this was due to more 
disease 1n the south, but some of it was related to unfriendly Indian 
attacks. The risk of being abandoned by lack of supply ships from 
England also loomed large. 
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NUMISMATICS 


40 Years of Buying, Selling & Appraising 
P. O. Box 501, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 2 yan 
We are open by Appointment Only , FAS 
Call (508) 753-9695 Pe aS 


9 


For over 40 years, we have prided ourselves as one of 
the top coin collectors and dealers in the Boston and 
Worcester region. We are known for gathering rare, 
special and collector coins. However, we buy and sell 
much more. Some of what we will purchase and sell 

includes: 

Silver & Gold Coins 
Silver, Gold & Platinum Bullion 
International Mint & Proof Sets 
Foreign Commemorative Coins 

US & Foreign Paper Currency 
Rare US & World Coins 
International Silver & Gold Coins 
And More 
We are more than just coin dealers. We are historians, 
and are knowledgeable about rare currency, from both 
the United States, as well as International currency. We 
work with both coins, along with paper currency. If you 
would like to trade or sell your entire collection, we will 
offer youa 
FREE, NO-OBLIGATION OFFER 
for the entire collection! We will come to you as well fora 
FREE APPRAISAL OR CONSULTATION 





30 NenaNews 


Junk Box Reporter 


Welcome to the, “Junk Box Reporter” a column reserved for brief reports 
of unusual finds by members in those unusual places like old desk drawers, 
in walls of renovated rooms, at flea markets, coin machine rejects slots., 
dealer's junk boxes, etc. 

submit your brief write up about and scan (if possible) of the object and the 
place or how it was found, an estimated value if possible and other high- 
lights about the find including your name or just initials if you wish to remain 
anonymous to: John Ferreri P.Q. Box 33 Storrs, CT 06268. 

“JBR” briefs do not qualify for dues reduction as do submitted articles. Some 
“JBR” briefs may be edited to conform with the purpose of the column. Tell us 
about your experience! We want to hear from you! 


(Bob Hess replying to a question from David Howard in the previ- 
OUS ACSW igs cor oveneris ons 

I am replying to David Howard’s request for more info on 
the Pine Tree Shilling token from the August 2010 ANA Conven- 
tion in Boston. Ted Swol made the dies and various planchets 
to strike were available. Cost was about $5.00 each. Some folks 
brought in aluminum and silver for planchets. The tokens were 
made the old fashioned way by hand striking with a sledge ham- 
mer. The late George Bilodeau (a good friend of Ted’s) brought 
or helped carry in a tree stump which was used as the base for the 
dies. Convention guests could then strike their own tokens. Bob 
Moffatt says that some folks deliberately struck their tokens “off 
center”. 

I remember meeting Bob Moffatt at the previous June coin 
show in Auburn and told him I was interested in being a volunteer 
at the Convention (Bob was the ANA Boston Volunteer Coordina- 
tor). This was my first ANA convention. It was there I met several 
folks who over time became good friends: Bob, George, Stanley 
Sobiech, John Ferreri and many others. I also remember Bob 
Fritsch setting up a machine nearby which made terrific elongated 
cents. I even donated a roll of 1943 steel cents and several of us 
used these in the elongated coin machine. That week’s experience 
was a whole lot of fun for a very new coin collector! Thank you 
for reminding me of some terrific memories through the discovery 
of your token. 
Bob Hess 


Continued on next page 
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Junk Box Reporter Continued 
It Pays to Look Closely... 


Lot 25755 of the 2003 CAA/Heritage sale in St Louis was a 
small cardboard chit good for at two different establishments, listed 
under “Boston, MA-Frost & Armstrong, 50c. It did not interest me - 
until I saw on the illustration that the second establishment was for “S. F. 
Twichell, Framingham”. At the bottom it read 186 , suggesting that the 
chit had been intended for use sometime in the 1860’s, but never put to 
use. 

I was born and raised in Framingham, my family having moved 
there in 1882 or so, and long interested in the town’s history and my fam- 
ily involvement. The name “Twichell” was new to me, as was the term 
Refreshment Rooms, though this 1s easily surmised. But where might 
they have been? 

I could not find my Bible, ““Temple’s History of Framingham” so 
turned to Fred Wallace, Town (now City) Historian at the Framingham 
History Center for help: 

Simeon F. Twichell came to Framingham in 1854 to take over the man- 
agement of the old Clark’s Hotel in South Framingham across from the 
train station; he — as inn keeper - and his family lived there for about 20 
years. It is highly likely that the REFRESHMENT ROOMS titled on the 
chit were operated in the hotel. 

Twichell retired to become a Deputy Sheriff, dying in 1879; the hotel 1s 
long gone. The coupon, once good for 50c, may be unique, and is not 
represented in the History Center collection — yet! 

Arthur Fitts 

Bargain/Junk Boxes Are Not To Be Scorned 

NENA at the Manchester, NH Coin Show of Nov 9/10, 2018 had 
a box of assorted tokens, medals, awards etc. which were made of brass, 
zinc, copper, pot metal and the like. It was not a promising place to find 
anything interesting which is what my initial perusal indicated. Later, I 
came back and looked again and spotted an odd looking item in a small 
plastic bag. It looked like a piece of Chinese odd and curious money I 
had seen images of but it was too small. It is bronze, about 1.5 inches 
long x 3/4 inches wide and about 1/8 inch thick. The piece weighed in at 
15.5 grams. The back is smooth and the front has really odd characters of 
ancient Chinese script. It almost looks like a little man with a head and 
split for the legs. 

A fellow Worcester Coin Club member, and avid collector of odd 
and curious money, verified it as a piece of Ancient Chinese hoe money 
which sent me on a search for more information about this find. My 
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catalogs had little information but the Calgary Coin and Antique Gallery 
had an excellent summary of known information and even priced similar 
pieces. The piece of hoe money I had picked out was likely made from 
about 400-255BC during the warring states period somewhat south of the 
Yellow River possibly in the Shantung Penninsula. 
Officially a shu weighed 0.65 grams and 24 shu 
equaled | liang or jin which a character on the coin 
appears to be. The predicted weight would be 15.6 
grams, my piece weighed in at 15.5 grams. There 
was also an indication that many pieces had a shu 
weight of 0.5 grams with a jin or liang weight of 
12 grams. The leads me to suspect my find is early in the issue of this 
type of money by having a nearly full weight. Inflation and mint seignor- 
age trimmed the weight by about 25 %. 

I would estimate the retail value of the piece to be around $60-75 
which makes it quite a junk box find and gave me a day of Happy Col- 
lecting. 

F.A. Liberatore 








Junk Box Finds? Who needs a junk box? I just go to the bank. Drives 
my wife crazy when I bug the tellers all the time for anything unusual. 
Sometimes I hit and sometimes I miss. One teller had $400 in Kennedy 
half dollars. Said, “How many do you want?”. (I thought she knew 
me better than that.) I said $400. I thought she was going to jump the 
counter and kiss me. She was so glad to get rid of them. I spent the night 
looking at each one for silver, a double die, or some other error and I 
found exactly two 40% halves. Oh well. Back to the drawing board. 
But now the teller knows she has a sucker willing to take those heavy an- 
noying half dollars off her hands. She called me at the house one day to 
tell me she just had $140 in halves dropped off. I bought them and two 
of the rolls were Benjamin halves! Now we are talking. 

Another bank teller did not have any halves but mentioned she had 
a ‘big dollar coin’. Never can tell. Might be a 1972 Variety 2 Eisen- 
hower. Nope. She handed me a 1923 Peace dollar. I asked how much 
she wanted for it. The young teller had one of those annoyed looks on her 
face and explained to me,” It says a dollar.” I gave her a dollar. When 
I left the bank, I was reminded of the IKEA commercial where the lady 
yells, “Start the car, Start the car’. 

Lastly, my wife dragged me to a retail shop a few weeks ago. 

Lucky for me, there was a bank in the small shopping mall. I asked for 
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Junk Box Reporter Continued 


half dollars and the teller had $60 but nicely explained, “They aren’t 
worth anything”. A coin collector died and “the family researched it’. I 
picked up 6 original mint wrapped rolls of halves for face value. 2012 
P&D, 2013 P&D, and 2018 P&D. Might as well push my luck. Did they 
turn in any Eisenhower dollars? “Why yes they did”! $25.00 worth. By 
that time, I had to go out to the car and asked the Mrs. for some extra 
cash. It was worth it. This time, one of the Ikes was a 1972 Variety 2. 
Remind me to tell you later about the 2 Morgan dollars I got at the 
bank. 
Dana Zais 
Thank You David for submitting your finds to NENA News and the 
“Junk Box Reporter”. Regarding your request for information on the to- 
ken as a member of the Boston Numismatic Society and a member on the 
Boston 2010 committee I have fond memories of the 2010 ANA World’s 
Fair of Money. The dies for the token were engraved by Ted Swol. Ted 
is a member of the Mansfield Numismatic Society 
who has also engraved the dies for their 1998, 1999, 
2000 and 2001 M.N.S Medals. The medal was issued 
NO # by the Boston Numismatic Society to commemorate 
" their 150th, anniversary in conjunction with the 2010 
World’s Fair of Money. Some medals 
were pre struck prior to the show but 
many were struck during the show. 
Prior to the show George Bilodeau 
picked up the dies, anvil, hammer and 
a tree stump from Ted and drove to my 
house where we transferred the items 
into my car along with other supplies 
for the show. We then drove to the con- 
vention hall and set up in the hall next 
to the bourse where Richard Lavimodi- ™% 
ere struck the tokens. 
Yours 
William Harkins 
Photo courtesy of Richard Hand Jr.: 
Left to right William Harkins, unidenti- — 
fied ANA volunteer, George A. Bilodeau and Richard Lavimodiere. 
Photo showing the 2010 lead die trial of the token. 
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Twenty Franc Sized Gold 
Coins of Nations Outside 
the Latin Monetary Cnion 


To 1914 


By: J.R. Greene 


Several nations that were not part of the Latin Monetary Union (LMU - 1870 - 
1914 - see my articles in the March and September 2019 issues of NENA News) 
issued 20 Franc - sized gold coins on that standard (.1867 ounce Average Gold 
Weight) during the same era. This article will list and describe these coins. 


Not all coins are pictured. Those that are, are with the courtesy of Heritage 
Auctions. 

e Empire of Austria - Hungary issued some gold coins in 

the late 1800’s that were on the LMU standard, Freres 

along with many others that were not. Aus- 
tria issued a 20 Franc / 8 Forint coin from 1870 - 91, 
depicting Emperor Franz Joseph on the obverse, with 
the royal coat of arms on the reverse. Such coins dated 1892 are 
restrikes. 

Hungary issued three types of this denomination between 1870 
-92, again with the emperor on the obverse. There are two head 
sizes, and three versions of the coat of arms on the reverses. 

Bulgaria issued two different 20 Leva coins depicting Prince, 

(oF nny later King Ferdinand I on the obverse. The 1894 coin 
ux ter Jas prince has a larger royal cost of arms on the reverse, 
» feet 7 while the 1912 version as King has a smaller reverse 
design. 

The Danish West Indies issued a 4 Daler 
20 Franc coin in 1904 - 05. This featured a bust of 
Danish King Christian [X on the obverse, and a seated 
female figure on the reverse. Curiously, the mother 


country did not issue any gold coins on this standard. 
Continued on next page 
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Twenty Franc Sized Gold Coins continued 


Finland had two 20 Markkaa gold coins issued while it was a 
grand duchy of Russia in eleven years from 1878 - 1913. The first 
year featured a smaller imperial eagle on the reverse than was used 
in the last ten years it was issued. The obverse featured a plain 
design with inscriptions in Finnish. 

Greece issued two 20 Drachmai gold coins during the 
reign of King George I in the late 1800’s. The first, in 
1876, featured a young head of the king, the second, in | =. 
1884 (which had a much higher mintage) features an old- \. 
er teats Both have a royal coat of arms on the reverse. 

% Monaco issued a single 20 Franc coin in 1878 - 79, 
os) )featuring a portrait of Prince Charles HI. The royal coat 
of arms was on the reverse. 

Romania issued ten different 20 Lei coins between 
1868 and 1944 on the LMU standard. Only the first four will be 
discussed in this article, as they were issued before 1914. <55 

A very rare gold 20 Lei (with a mintage of 200 pieces) /- 4~ : | 
from 1868 shows a mustached Carol I as a prince, with \ 
flowers surrounding the denomination on the reverse. A “ 
second, less scarce 1870 coin shows Carol I with a beard, and a 
reverse with larger lettering within a wreath. 

In 1883 and 1890, Romania issued another type of 20 Lei with 
a slightly different head of the now King Carol I, and featuring a 
royal shield on the reverse. In 1906, a coin was issued to commem- 
orate the 40th anniversary of Carol 1’s reign, showing an old head 
on one side, and a young head on the other. 

Russia issued five ruble gold coins with the head of 

Tsar Alexander II on the LMU standard between 1886 and 

> 1894. These featured the Romanov eagle on the reverse. 
os Dy e\in 1895 and 1896, extremely rare pattern five rubles with 
Cs e. >) J] the head of Nicholas II were produced. 
. Tsar Nicholas I appeared on a seven and a half ruble 
gold coin on the LMU standard issued after a monetary reform in 
1897. This featured Nicholas’ portrait on the obverse, with a more 
elaborate Romanov eagle in the reverse. 














Continued on next page 
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Serbia issued two 20 Dinara gold coins in 1879 and 1882. Both 
depicted Milan Obrenovich IV; the first one as prince, the second 
one as king, reflected in the titles on the obverse. The reverse 
showed a crown over a wreath. 

Spain issued four varieties of 20 peseta gold coins between 1889 
and 1904, all depicting King Alfonso XIII on the obverse, and the 
royal coat of arms on the reverse. These have stars on either side 
of the date; restrikes have later dates (such as “61” or “62”) within 
the stars. 

The design from 1889 - 90 features the “baby head” of the 
king. An 1890 design features a a teenaged head of the king, with 
longer hair. The 1899 version shows a more mature head of the 
king with short hair, while a scarce 1904 version shows an adult 
bust. 

Tunisia issued two versions of a 20 Franc gold coin under the 
LMU standard while a French protectorate. From 1891 - 1902, 
coins were issued with the name “Ali” in the inscription, within 
two grains. The reverse had the inscription “Tunisie / 30 Francs / 
and the date within a floral wreath. 

Coins struck from 1903 - 06 had an inscription for Mohammed 
Al Hadi in the inscription, and from 1907 - 14 for Mohammed Al 
Nasir. Coins struck from 1905 through 1928 were only issued in 
double - digit quantities. 

Venezuela struck 20 Bolivares gold coins on the LMU standard 
various years between 1879 and 1912. These featured a portrait of 
national hero Simon Bolivar on the obverse, with the national coat 
of arms on the reverse. 


The next article in this series will discuss gold coin issues struck 


by nations on the LMU standard after it ended in 1914, due to 
World War I. 4 
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Seeking Information to include with 
the Massachusetts Merchant 
Scrip note compilation. 
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Nena is asking its members for help in expand- 
ing this new reference listing by member Kevin Lafond. 
Presently, there is no public listing available. This 
would be the first! 

The “in progress” listing may be viewed on the 
Nena website, Nenacoin.org. Once at the site, press 
the Nena News button to access the proper area. 
Please contact Kevin Lafond before submitting at: kgla- 
fond@comcast.net or at P.O.B. 637 Portsmouth, NH 


03802. 
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NEN@ @NNOGNCES 2020 MED@L 


NENA’s 2020 Convention Medal was designed by 
Donat Charron. The medal celebrates the 400th, 
Anniversary of the Mayflower and the landing of the 
Pilgrims in New England. 


These one and a half inch medals are produced in 
two finishes, antique bronze and antique silver col- 
or. The set of two is available for $25.00 plus $4.00 
for postage and handling. Address orders to NENA; 
PO Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888. Email queries 
may be addressed to williamharkins @ comcast.net. 


Medals from previous years are also available — 
email your requests to the above address for a 
complete listing. 


The 76th, NENA Convention will be held on October 
3rd, in conjunction with the NH Coin and Currency 
Expo, October 2-3 at the Manchester Downtown 
Hotel/Double Tree by Hilton, 700 Elm Street, 
Manchester, N.H. Please Note due to the covid 19 
pandemic our activities will be limited to our club 
table. See the website http://www.nhcoinexpo.com/ 
for schedule, details, and hotel reservations. 4 
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Kare Portraits of Ptolemy 
Vill Euergetes Il 


By: Benjamin D. R. Hellings' 


espite having one of the longest reigns of the Ptolemaic 
kingdom, portraits of Ptolemy VIII are exceedingly rare. 


Only a handful of sculpture reliefs (3 in total) and coins 
with his portrait (6 1n total) exist today. The Yale University Art 
Gallery is the only place in the world where one can view a portrait 
coin and sculpture together of this once ruler of Egypt. The pairing 
of these two works of art offers an extraordinary case where an- 
cient art and numismatics can work hand-in-hand to help identify 
portraits and teach the development of ancient art. 

In October 2017, the Yale University Art Gallery acquired 
a rare sculpture portrait of Ptolemy VIII (Fig. 1). Like many 
Ptolemaic kings, Ptolemy VIII was portrayed in both Greek and 
Egyptian style. The sculpture portrait at Yale 1s a typical Greek 
image in the typical Greek medium of marble, and comparable to 
the portraits of the other successors to the kingdoms within the 
former empire of Alexander the Great. Coins issued by Alexanders’ 
successors, including the Ptolemies, mimicked those of Alexander 
the Great, and therefore the combination of the two 1s all the more 
important. ee 





Figure 1 - Portrait head of Ptolemy VII. mid-late 2nd L 
century B.C. Marble. 9 I/2 x 7 x 6 in. (24.1 x 17.8 x 15.2 


cm). Ruth Elizabeth White Fund, 2018.5.1. 


The sculpture’s identification has long been subject to de- 
bate but is now most frequently recognized as that of Ptolemy VUI 
Euergetes II (ruled 170-163 [first reign, co-ruler with Ptolemy VI] 
and 145-116 B.C. [second reign, sole ruler]). His was one of the 
longest reigns of the Ptolemaic kingdom, and his title “Euergetes” 
(Benefactor) was a title of honor in ancient Greece. Ptolemy VIII 
ee err ren Continued on next page 


| Jackson-Tomasko Associate Curator of Numismatics, 
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had adopted the title in honor of his distinguished forbear, Ptolemy 
III. Known for his lavish and indulgent lifestyle, Ptolemy VII was 
nicknamed “Physkon” (“Pot Belly”) and it was said that his girth 
was so great it could not be measured. He had two wives simulta- 
neously, one (Kleopatra II) was also his sister and the widow of his 
predecessor, the other (Kleopatra IIT) was his niece and the daugh- 
ter of Kleopatra II. 

In January 2019, the Yale University Art Gallery, by 
chance, encountered a rare coin of Ptolemy VIII at CNG’s Tri- 
ton auction. Coins displaying the portrait of Ptolemy VIII are 
exceedingly rare. Most Ptolemaic coins show the portrait of the 
Macedonian Ptolemy I, the founder of the dynasty, and a succes- 
sor of Alexander the Great. Thus far, only six coins with a por- 
trait Ptolemy VII have been identified. Four didrachms, three of 
which are part of institutional collections (Berlin, Athens, and the 
American Numismatic Society in New York). The fourth one was 
formerly in the Victor A. Adda Collection of Ancient Coins and 
was sold at Christie’s London 1986, lot 965, and again at Gerhard 
Hirsch, Auction 245, 22 September 2011, Lot 4146 (sold for 1,300 
euros). Its current location is unknown to me, although this is the 
least well-preserved of all the Ptolemy VIII coins, so misidentifica- 
tion 1s possible. Two tetradrachms complete the known census of 
portrait coins. The first is in Paris and the second is now at Yale, 
after successfully bidding at auction in January 2019 (Fig. 2). The 
Yale specimen is by far the best-preserved obverse/portrait side of 
all the known coins depicting Ptolemy VIII, although the reverse 
has a minor crack. Thus, there is only one remaining portrait coin 
available for purchase, should anyone wish to build a collection of 
Hellenistic ruler portrait coins. 


Figure 2 - Tetradrachm of Ptolemy VU Euergetes II. 
| 139-138 B.C. Silver. 12.87 g, 12:00, 28 mm. Ruth Elizabeth 
White Fund, 2019. 12.1. 





The coin clearly identifies the marble sculpture as Ptolemy 
VIII. His portraits show features typical of many Ptolemies: full 
fleshy face, large eyes, flaring nostrils, and curvaceous lips, all of 
which are individualized for each king by varying the hairstyle 
and emphasizing facial features such as this portrait’s heavy brows 


Continued on next page 
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and protruding lower lip. The prominence of these details empha- 
sizes the individual ruler in such likenesses in later Hellenistic art 
and into the Roman period. That this increased naturalism appears 
equally in coins and sculptural portraits reveals the growth of 
portraiture as an art form in the ancient Greek and Roman world. 
Nothing could show this better than to have a superb portrait of the 
same ruler in both media. 

Ptolemaic and other Hellenistic art is a growing field of scholarship 
at Yale and in the ancient Mediterranean studies at large, bringing 
together Greek and Roman art, Classics, ancient history, and an- 
cient numismatics. Together with the recently acquired portrait, the 
coin helps solidify numismatics as a serious field of inquiry within 
the broader discipline of ancient art, thereby helping enhance the 
Gallery’s teaching and research opportunities in Greek art and 
numismatics. 

Both these spectacular pieces of work are on view, permanently, in 
the Yale University Art Gallery (free admission!), in the ancient art 
wing. It is a world premiere and 1s unlikely ever to be repeated for 
Ptolemy VII. 4 


Colony Coin Co. 


78 Bowers St. Newtonville, MA 02460 
617-244-1972 
Arthur Fitts Harvey Fenton 
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Make us your local coin shop. Serving collectors of all ages! Special 
attention paid to young numismatists. Start your collecting life here! 
Learn about and collect coins and paper money from the far reaches 
of the world. 
Looking for something special? Proof and mint sets make nice gifts! 
Always buying gold and silver coins and bullion. 
Please call ahead for store hours. 





— Fuglos, Half and 
Large Cents for Sale 


ar. 
bs Tal =~ 
; = = 


Early American coppers from 1787 to |857 
ranging from $10 to five figures. 
www.buyvintagemoney.com 


PIERRE FRICKE 


FO. Box 33513, 5an Antonio, TX 78265 
pierrefricke(@buyingvintagemoney.com 


| Important message for authors: ! 
The ideal formats for Nena News to accept 
l l 
, manuscripts are: “Word” document for text and , 
I “jpg” or “pdf” format for images. There are other | 
formats we can often convert from but “pdf” 
l l 
l l 
tl l 
l l 





format is not easily converted to something 
compatible for this publication. Manuscripts in 
PDF format should be sent only to show location 
where graphics are to be placed. 
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COLONIAL HISTORY 
IN YOUR HANDS 


By Perer Jones MA, MD, MBA 


A textbook of colonial American 
coinage, 597 letter size pages, 
including almost 300 full page color 
photographs of colonial coins. 
Hardback with 1,900 word index. 
Profusely illustrated. 


Contents include: 

Classification, glossary & metrology 
British Royal authorized coins: 
Baltimore, Holt, Rosa Hibernia, Regal 
Virginia 

French Royal only for colonies: 
Gloriam Regni, 9 denier, stampees, 
sou, Cayenne 

French Royal domestic export for 
colonies: mousquetaires, sous 
marqués, John Law coppers and sous. 
Locally made tokens: Massachusetts, 
Higley, Maryland silver 

Imported tokens: Newby, Voce 
Populi, Pitt, Ri Ship, Barr copper 
State copper coinage 

Proposed & actual federal 

Optional Colonial collectibles 

1776 Journals of Continental Congress 


If interested please visit: 
store.bookbaby -> colonial history 
Apply code SIXTYOFF for $60 off. 
Net $89 


THE FIRST MEDALS 
OF AMERICA 


By Perer Jones MA, MD, MBA 





People interested in coin collecting, 
medal collecting, and American 
Revolutionary history will enjoy this 
read. The American Continental 
Congress issued 11 medals for valor 
during the American Revolution. 
This book tells the stories behind 
these brave men and their exploits, 
and the long process of procuring 
their individual medals. America 
had no generic medal for valor at 
the time. They also had no mint, so 
had to have Paris and their 
sculptors create each medal. This 
was a labor of love for Franklin and 
Jefferson while they were 
Ambassadors to France. Thomas 
Jefferson himself collected the 
medals, and presented a set of them 
to George Washington. Collectors 
of these medals often include other 
medals (4-8) sculpted by the same 
engravers and struck in Paris 
relating to the American Revolution. 
Hardback letter size book of 99 
pages including 26 full page color 
photos. Profusely illustrated. 


If interested please visit: 
store.bookbaby -> First Medals 
Apply code TENOFF for $10 off. 
Net $29 
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TWO NEW BOOKS! 


COMMEMORATIVE COIN TALES. 
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COMMEMORATIVE COIN TALES 
BY PETER D. JONES MA MD MBA 





A collection of US Classic Commemorative coins. This book explores 
the history behind 72 US coins — the sculptors, the promotors, and the 
politicians. Each vignette is a fascinating four-page read. Hardback, 
letter size, landscape format, 372 pages. Foreword by Ken Bressett. 
Profuse color illustrations, fully indexed with glossary © 2019. 


DOW _JONES BY PETER JONES. 
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4 HISTORY OF THE DOW JONES STOCK AVERAGES SINCE 1884 





A collection of stock certificates and the stories behind the first 
companies that formed the Dow Jones average in 1884, and the DJIA 
when it went from 11 to 12 stocks in 1896, to 20 stocks in 1916, then 
30 stocks in 1928. Includes the 30 longest lasting DJIA stocks and 
today’s largest 10 stocks. Hardback, letter size, landscape format, 350 
pages, profuse color illustrations. Foreword by Max Hensley © 2020. 


If you would like a copy of either book, please mail 
your name and address, specify which book, and a 
check for $79 each to Peter Jones MD, PO Box 1, 
Windham Center, CT 06280, includesN¢snsdsrive/ 
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